I am sure you are asking yourself, ''What is the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy (NABP) e-Profile identification (ID) number and how does this apply to me?'' In this issue of Hospital Pharmacy, you will notice a new requirement in the demographic fields for the monthly continuing education (CE) feature -the request for your NABP e-Profile ID number and the month and day of your birth. The Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE) and NABP have teamed up to develop a new reporting system for pharmacy CE credit. All pharmacists and pharmacy technicians will be required to use this new NABP e-Profile ID number and the month and day of their birth for all CE programs, both live and correspondence, beginning Fall 2011.
This new system is designed to track continuing pharmacy education (CPE) units, and it will authenticate and store all CPE units received from ACPE-accredited providers. It is intended to be a central repository for CPE and to meet the varied CPE requirements of different state boards of pharmacy. ACPE will no longer require the ACPE-accredited providers to issue paper or electronic certificates to participants after a transition period. Instead, the information will be submitted by the accredited provider to ACPE and NABP and made available to the state boards of pharmacy where the pharmacist or pharmacy technician is licensed or registered. In the future, it will be possible to submit to NABP proof of completion of CPE from providers not accredited by ACPE for storage and reporting to the various boards of pharmacy.
So how do you get your NABP e-Profile ID number? The whole process needs to be done on your computer with Internet access. Go to the NABP Web site (www. nabp.net) and select the CPE Monitor Program or go to http://www.nabp.net/programs/cpe-monitor/cpemonitor-program/index.php or www.CPEmonitor. net. At the CPE Monitor Program Web page, you will see a hyperlink within the text, ''Set up your NABP e-Profile to obtain your ID'' or go to http://www.nabp. net/programs/cpe-monitor/cpe-monitor-program/cpemonitor-log-in/. Click this hyperlink and then type in the requested information. Once you submit the information, you will receive an e-mail message from NABP that contains your new NABP e-Profile ID number. Make sure you save this message and write the number down where it can be easily retrieved. You will need this number for all your future CPE programs.
Once you are registered with the NABP and have received your NABP e-Profile ID number, you will be able to log-on to www.MyCPEmonitor.net or the CPE Monitor section of the NABP Web site to monitor your CE credits.
This looks like it will be an extremely useful and ''green'' system for reporting and storing CPE. I am sure it will have a few bumps along the way, but this system should minimize some of the paperwork, mailing, storage of hard copies, and requests for proof of attendance by state boards of pharmacy for license/registration renewals related to the CPE requirements for pharmacist and pharmacy technicians. So don't delay and get your NABP e-Profile ID number now, so you have it prior to attending or completing your next ACPE-accredited CPE program. g
